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We must all arise with courage and confidence to teach the Cause. We must 
not hesitate. We must not falter. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says: 
 
“Speak, therefore; speak out with great courage at every meeting. When 
thou art about to begin thine address, turn first to Bahá’u’lláh, and ask for 
the confirmations of the Holy Spirit, then open thy lips and say whatever 
is suggested to thy heart; this, however, with the utmost courage, dignity 
and conviction.”
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Animated by the power of love, the teacher of the Cause labors in the path 
of God with inexhaustible energy. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá tells us: 
 
“When you call on the Mercy of God waiting to reinforce you, your 
strength will be tenfold. Look at me: I am so feeble, yet I have had the 
strength given me to come amongst you: a poor servant of God, who 
has been enabled to give you this message! I shall not be with you long! 
One must never consider one’s own feebleness, it is the strength of the 
Holy Spirit of Love, which gives the power to teach. The thought of our 
own weakness could only bring despair. We must look higher than all 
earthly thoughts; detach ourselves from every material idea, crave for 
the things of the spirit; fix our eyes on the everlasting bountiful Mercy of 
the Almighty, who will fill our souls with the gladness of joyful service 
to His command ‘Love One Another’.”
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The purpose of teaching is to open the hearts of men to Bahá’u’lláh with the 
key of utterance. Bahá’u’lláh says: 
 
“The things He hath reserved for Himself are the cities of men’s hearts, 
that He may cleanse them from all earthly defilements, and enable them 
to draw nigh unto the hallowed Spot which the hands of the infidel can 
never profane. Open, O people, the city of the human heart with the key 
of your utterance. Thus have We, according to a pre-ordained measure, 
prescribed unto you your duty.”

The greatest power in this world is the power of the Word of God. In the 
act of teaching the power of the Creative Word penetrates into the listener’s 
soul and begins its transformation. Bahá’u’lláh says: 
 
“Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God is endowed with 
such potency as can instill new life into every human frame, if ye be of 
them that comprehend this truth.”
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Teaching is a sacred duty enjoined by Baha’u’llah on each and every 
believer. Bahá’u’lláh says: 
 
“God hath prescribed unto every one the duty of teaching His Cause. 
Whoever ariseth to discharge this duty, must needs, ere he proclaimeth 
His Message, adorn himself with the ornament of an upright and 
praiseworthy character, so that his words may attract the hearts of such 
as are receptive to his call.”

The teacher of the Cause is like a burning candle, shedding the light of 
knowledge in all directions. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá once wrote to a believer who had 
been in His presence: 
 
“I am expecting the results of this meeting, that I may see thee lighted 
as a candle and burning thyself as a moth with the fire of the love of 
God, weeping like unto the cloud by the greatness of love and attraction, 
laughing like unto the meadow and stirred into cheerfulness like unto 
the young tree by the wafting of the breeze of the Paradise of Abhá!”
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The teacher of the Cause is unrestrained as the wind, carrying Bahá’u’lláh’s 
Message everywhere. Bahá’u’lláh says: 
 
“Be unrestrained as the wind, while carrying the Message of Him Who 
hath caused the Dawn of Divine Guidance to break. Consider, how the 
wind, faithful to that which God hath ordained, bloweth upon all the 
regions of the earth, be they inhabited or desolate. Neither the sight of 
desolation, nor the evidences of prosperity, can either pain or please it. 
It bloweth in every direction, as bidden by its Creator. So should be every 
one that claimeth to be a lover of the one true God. It behooveth him to 
fix his gaze upon the fundamentals of His Faith, and to labor diligently 
for its propagation. Wholly for the sake of God he should proclaim His 
Message, and with that same spirit accept whatever response his words 
may evoke in his hearer. He who shall accept and believe, shall receive 
his reward; and he who shall turn away, shall receive none other than 
his own punishment.”
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