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         He (Bahá’u’lláh) was most generous, giving abundantly to the poor. None who came to Him were turned away. The doors of His house were open to all. He always had many guests… In commenting upon this His friends said He would become impoverished, for His expenses were many and His wealth becoming more and more limited. They asked "Why is he not thinking of his own affairs?   In truth the Blessed Perfection (Bahá’u’lláh) was a refuge for every weak one, a shelter for every fearing one, kind to every indigent one, lenient and loving to all creatures.
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But to be generous does not involve only the giving of material things.  Generosity is expressed in attitudes toward others.

                       ~Paul Lample
Should any come to blows with you, seek to be friends with him;
should any stab you to the heart, be ye a healing salve unto his sores;
should any taunt and mock at you, meet him with love.
Should any heap his blame upon you, praise ye him;
[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


should he offer you a deadly poison, give him the choicest honey in exchange;
and should he threaten your life, grant him a remedy that will heal him evermore.
Should he be pain itself, be ye his medicine; should he be thorns, be ye his roses and sweet herbs.





~Abdu'l-Bahá
[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]



“…the greatest relationship that bindeth the world of being together lieth in the range of created things themselves, and that cooperation, mutual aid and reciprocity are essential characteristics in the unified body of the world of being…”
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                                             ~’Abdu’l-Bahá
"The value of a man resides in what he gives and not in what he is capable of receiving."
 ~Albert Einstein
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“…for the essence of generosity is in self sacrifice.” 
                                                     ~Henry Taylor
         "He who cannot give anything away cannot feel anything either."

 





~Friedrich Nietzsche
       Once, before ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s wife on a journey, she left a second coat for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá with one of their daughters, for she feared He would give His away and be caught without one in her absence.  The daughter was not to tell her Father about the second coat, but amazingly, the Master soon asked His daughter if He had another coat, so the truth had to be told.  As was to be expected, He replied, ‘How could I be happy having two cloaks, knowing that there are those that have none?’  He gave the second one away.

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."
~Unknown 
We must be like the fountain or spring that is continually emptying itself of all that it has and is continually being refilled from an invisible source. 

To be continually giving out for the good of our fellows undeterred by the fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing bounty of the Source of all wealth and all good -- this is the secret of right living.
~Shoghi Effendi
Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and look upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer of the cry of the needy…

~Baha'u'llah
O CHILDREN OF DUST!


Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor, lest heedlessness lead them into the path of destruction, and deprive them of the Tree of Wealth. To give and to be generous are attributes of Mine; well is it with him that adorneth himself with My virtues.
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~Baha'u'llah
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